Our stunning Wing Commander
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Having finished the first full month of membered how lucky | was to be
school, | hope everything is going well rappelling off of a four story build-
and everyone is getting into the swing ofing! | doubt the other students in my
things. It was hard for me at the begin- business classes have opportunitigs
ning of the school year, but I'm back to like this. AFROTC is full of these
studying instead of sitting by the pool. types of activities and so much mofe
Remember that we are students first, andat will challenge you mentally and
we cannot get commissioned unless we physically. Please take advantage pf
graduate. Study hard this semester be- your time as a cadet; go out there
cause it will pay off in the end. and have some fun!

| don't know about you, but | have Like I said before, | hope things
been sore after a couple PT sessions. are becoming more familiar for you,
With this being said, we need to con- The Wing started out extremely wejl
tinue improving our fitness level. Al-  this semester. If we keep up the
ways try to push yourself. It may hurt at good work and apply the Air Force
the time, but you will feel stronger when core values of integrity, service, an
you are done. Also, the Physical Fitnessexcellence, the rest of the semestefr
Assessment (PFA) is coming up in this should be even better. Keep up the
month. Start evaluating your level of ~ great work Det 158! Air Power!
fitness, so you can make improvements
where they are needed. -C/ Col Carlye La Pointe-

When | was rappelling the other day, a
couple things crossed my mind. One, | Wing Commander
was a little scared of falling. Two, | re-
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C/La Pointe
conquers her fear of
falling.

A great example of the wingman concept




Is it possible for something to be

time be one of your favorite memo-
ries? | would say, “Yes” because

differently than mine!) C/Martin
so hard and so tiring, yet at the same even had to put up with me being

his flight CTA for a while too, but |
don’t think he holds it against me

that’s exactly what | experienced this too much!
summer. | had the privilege of being  The highlights of CTA duty in my

a Cadet Training Assistant (CTA) at
the Maxwell IV Field Training Unit
(FTU) this summer. There are 23
CTAs at each FTU—five Traditional
CTAs and 18 Flight CTAs. lwas a
Flight CTA, so my role was to work
closely with a Flight Training Offi-
cer (FTO) to train and evaluate 20
cadets.

Finally, after a long week of IST,
formally known as “Initial Staff
Training,” but jokingly referred to as
“Intense Sitting Training”, TD-0
came. As the first bus-load of cadet
trainees pulled onto Maxwell AFB,
Alabama, we were all like wild lions
who had been caged up—we could-
n't wait to be released. We were so

eager to train (yes, train) our cadets.

Over the next twenty-six days we
worked closely with a flight of 20
cadets, but interacted daily with all
350 plus cadets at the encampment.
Yeah, so even Cadets Mines, Rum-
barger, Martin, Kisse, Harrison, and
Swan got the “privilege” of hearing
CTA Leenman on a day-to-day ba-
sis. (Don't ask them for their version
of the story. It probably goes a little

mind include the final parade and
the ceremony when the trainees
were given their Props & Wings.
There is nothing more rewarding
than seeing the ones you've trained
so intensely for 26 days, finally do
something partially right. | enjoyed
getting the opportunity to mold and
train future Air Force doctors, pi-
lots, intelligence officers, acquisi-
tions officers, nurses, etc. There
isn’t another time in the career of an
AFROTC cadet where you can im-
pact a wider spectrum of future offi-
cers than you do as a CTA.

While CTAs lead you to believe
they're perfect, they’re really not. |
messed up—probably not as much
as some of the other ones, but it
happened. There were times when
laughed when | shouldn’t have (this
happened a lot), when | “loudly cor-
rected” someone who was actually
right, and when | busted suspenses.
So, my advice for the current
FTPers—(1) Remember that Field
Training is just a game, but don't let
your FTO or CTA know that you
know it's just a game. (2) Know

CTA Leenman poses for a pic with his FTO,

sister flight FTO, and CTA.

your stuff—listen to your FTP train-
ing staff this semester and next.

They will set you up for success. |
promise. (3) Be motivated. Field
Training is kind of like your job ap-
plication to enter the Professional
Officer Course (POC). You have to
show the Air Force (represented by
your FTO) that yowantto be there
and that you deserve it. If you have a
desireto improve, they’ll help you be
better. But if you don'’t care to get
better, no one can do a single than for
you. | wish all of you the best of

luck. If you have any questions
about CTA duty or about Field Train-
ing, let me know!

-C/ Lt Col James Leenman-

Mission Support Group Commander

CTA Leenman lays down the law.

C/Matrtin touches
the plaque on the
Prop and Wings
statue outside the

Air University
Headquarters at
the end of
Maxwell 4.
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On September 11, 2008, the seventh anniverdary o
9/11, the USF ROTC program had the privilege of
hosting the acting commander of United States Cen-
tral Command (CENTCOM), Lieutenant General
Martin Dempsey. He presented a very insightfulferie
ing to all of the ROTC branches during LLab. He was
able to share about his experiences in the US Aasny
well as the mission of CENTCOM—a theater—level,
Unified Combatant Command. He also talked about
the impact of 9/11 on the military.

Our very own Commandant of Cadets, Major Fike,
did an outstanding job of coordinating the general’
visit. It was an honor to have a guest with General
Dempsey’s status at the detachment. He was very
pleased with the JMLC facilities and the perforn&anc
of all the cadre, cadets, and midshipmen. Overall,
General Dempsey'’s visit was a great success.

-C/ 1Lt Benjamin Kaim-

Public Affairs Officer

A cadet leader from each branch presented
General Dempsey with a gift for his
willingness to visit the det.

We want YOU to join the US Military!!

The General gives his CENTCOM briefing.

General Dempsey with cadet and midshipman leaders



The guard position

An instructor demonstrating a rear naked choke hold

Cadets put their training to the test

Cadet Kiggins sparring with his game face on




Cadet Strickland makes the ropes course look eas The high ropes
course
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Great team building!

POC cadets busily brainstorming

Cadet Kiggins burns the Navy’s defense in a jointi&g
football game.

Captain Hayes’ briefing
about... Captain Hayes!

The low ropes course

Cadet Mines showing off his
corn hole skills

Cadet Lucy enjoys the joint run.



